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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 

indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "per function". There is insufficient antecedent 

basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one of the 
four statutory categories of invention. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claimed invention in claim 10 is a loadable 
program lacking the necessary physical components (hardware) required for execution. 
Since claim 10 is clearly not a process or a composition of matter, and since it is 
directed to a program - , it fails to fall within a statutory category and thus non- 
statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sankaranarayan et al. (Sankaranarayan) US Patent No. 7137119. 

With respects to claim 1, Sankaranarayan teaches a resource managing method 
for use with a resource managing apparatus having a plurality of processing means, 
said resource managing method comprising the steps of: accepting a resource 
acquisition request from any one of said plurality of processing means (Col 2, lines 9- 
12); determining whether a resource corresponding to said resource acquisition request 
from said one processing means conflicts with the resource to be used by another 
processing means (Col 8, lines 38-40); deciding which of the processing means found 
to be in conflict with one another about resource usage should be granted permission to 
use the resource in question (Col 8, lines 40-42); upon receipt of a request to be notified 
of release of said resource from the processing means not granted permission to use 
said resource, cataloging in a list said resource corresponding to the release notification 
request in conjunction with the release notification-requesting processing means (Col 
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14, lines 18-25; Col 12, lines 26-28); upon receipt of a notice saying that said resource 
has been released from the processing means having been granted permission to use 
said resource, checking from said list said release notification-requesting processing 
means (Col 1 1 , lines 60-64); and issuing an acquisition complete notice saying that said 
resource has been acquired to said release notification-requesting processing means 
checked from said list in said list checking step (Col 12, lines 14-17). 

With respects to claim 2, Sankaranarayan teaches the resource managing 
method according to claim 1 , wherein said deciding step decides whether or not to grant 
permission to use said resource according to a priority predetermined for each of said 
processing means (Col 1 1 , lines 64-67). 

With respects to claim 3, Sankaranarayan teaches the resource managing 
method according to claim 1 , wherein said accepting step accepts said resource 
acquisition request per function representing at least one resource needed to perform a 
desired process (Col 9, lines 27-29); wherein said determining step determines 
presence of conflict between resources per function (Col 8, lines 38-40); wherein said 
deciding step decides whether or not to grant permission to use resources per function 
(Col 8, lines 40-42); wherein said list cataloging step catalogs said resources in said list 
per function (Col 1 1 , lines 60-64); wherein said list checking step checks said list per 
function (Col 14, lines 6-8); and wherein said notice issuing step issues said acquisition 
complete notice per function (Col 12, lines 14-17). 
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With respects to claim 4, Sankaranarayan teaches the resource managing 
method according to claim 3, wherein said deciding step decides whether or not to grant 
permission to use said resources according to a priority predetermined per function (Col 
11, lines 64-67). 

With respects to claim 5, Sankaranarayan teaches a resource managing 
apparatus having a plurality of processing means, said resource managing apparatus 
comprising: accepting means for accepting a resource acquisition request from any one 
of said plurality of processing means(Col 2, lines 9-12); conflict determining means for 
determining whether a resource corresponding to said resource acquisition request from 
said one processing means conflicts with the resource to be used by another 
processing means (Col 8, lines 38-40); deciding means for deciding which of the 
processing means found to be in conflict with one another about resource usage should 
be granted permission to use the resource in question (Col 8, lines 40-42); list 
cataloging means which, upon receipt of a request to be notified of release of said 
resource from the processing means not granted permission to use said resource, 
catalogs in a list said resource corresponding to the release notification request in 
conjunction with the release notification-requesting processing means (Col 11, lines 56- 
60; Col 12, lines 26-28); list checking means which, upon receipt of a notice saying that 
said resource has been released from the processing means having been granted 
permission to use said resource, checks from said list said release notification- 
requesting processing means(Col 11, lines 60-64); and notice issuing means for issuing 
an acquisition complete notice saying that said resource has been acquired to said 
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release notification-requesting processing means checked from said list by said list 
checking means(Col 12, lines 14-17). 

With respects to claim 6, Sankaranarayan teaches the resource managing 
apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said deciding means decides whether or not to 
grant permission to use said resource according to a priority predetermined for each of 
said processing means (Col 11, lines 64-67). 

With respects to claim 7, Sankaranarayan teaches the resource managing 
apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said accepting means accepts said resource 
acquisition request per function representing at least one resource needed to perform a 
desired process (Col 9, lines 27-29); wherein said conflict determining means 
determines presence of conflict between resources per function (Col 8, lines 38-40); 
wherein said deciding means decides whether or not to grant permission to use 
resources per function (Col 8, lines 40-42); wherein said list cataloging means catalogs 
said resources in said list per function (Col 1 1 , lines 60-64); wherein said list checking 
means checks said list per function (Col 14, lines 6-8); and wherein said notice issuing 
means issues said acquisition complete notice per function(Col 12, lines 14-17). 

With respects to claim 8, Sankaranarayan teaches the resource managing 
apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said deciding means decides whether or not to 
grant permission to use said resources according to a priority predetermined per 
function (Col 11, lines 64-67). 
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With respects to claim 9, Sankaranarayan teaches a resource managing 
apparatus having a plurality of applications, a resource manager access library, and a 
resource manager processing block; wherein said resource manager access library 
comprises: an accepting block for accepting a resource acquisition request from any 
one of said plurality of applications (Col 9, lines 6-13; see Resource Manager API); and 
a notice issuing block for issuing an acquisition complete notice saying that a resource 
has been acquired to any one of said plurality of applications; wherein said resource 
manager processing block comprises (Col 12, lines 14-17): a conflict determining block 
for determining whether the resource corresponding to said resource acquisition request 
from said application conflicts with the resource to be used by another application (Col 
8, lines 38-40); a deciding block for deciding which of the applications found to be in 
conflict with one another about resource usage should be granted permission to use the 
resource in question (Col 8, lines 40-42); a list cataloging block which, upon receipt of a 
request to be notified of release of said resource from the application not granted 
permission to use said resource, catalogs in a list said resource corresponding to the 
release notification request in conjunction with the release notification-requesting 
processing means (Col 14, lines 18-25; Col 12, lines 26-28); and a list checking block 
which, upon receipt of a notice saying that said resource has been released from the 
processing means having been granted permission to use said resource, checks from 
said list said release notification-requesting processing means (Col 11, lines 60-64); and 
wherein said resource manager access library issues an acquisition complete notice 
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saying that said resource has been acquired to said release notification-requesting 
application checked from said list by said list checking block (Col 12, lines 14-17). 

With respects to claim 10, Sankaranarayan teaches a resource managing 
program readable for execution by a resource managing apparatus having a plurality of 
processing means, said resource managing program causing said resource managing 
apparatus to execute a process comprising the steps of: accepting a resource 
acquisition request from any one of said plurality of processing means (Col 2, lines 9- 
12); determining whether a resource corresponding to said resource acquisition request 
from said one processing means conflicts with the resource to be used by another 
processing means (Col 8, lines 38-40); deciding which of the processing means found 
to be in conflict with one another about resource usage should be granted permission to 
use the resource in question (Col 8, lines 40-42); upon receipt of a request to be notified 
of release of said resource from the processing means not granted permission to use 
said resource, cataloging in a list said resource corresponding to the release notification 
request in conjunction with the release notification-requesting processing means (Col 
14, lines 18-25; Col 12, lines 26-28); upon receipt of a notice saying that said resource 
has been released from the processing means having been granted permission to use 
said resource, checking from said list said release notification-requesting processing 
means (Col 1 1 , lines 60-64); and issuing an acquisition complete notice saying that said 
resource has been acquired to said release notification-requesting processing means 
checked from said list in said list checking step (Col 12, lines 14-17). 
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With respects to claim 1 1 , Sankaranarayan teaches a storage medium which 
stores a resource managing program readable for execution by a resource managing 
apparatus having a plurality of processing means, said resource managing program 
causing said resource managing apparatus to execute a process comprising the steps 
of: accepting a resource acquisition request from any one of said plurality of processing 
means (Col 2, lines 9-12); determining whether a resource corresponding to said 
resource acquisition request from said one processing means conflicts with the 
resource to be used by another processing means (Col 8, lines 38-40); deciding which 
of the processing means found to be in conflict with one another about resource usage 
should be granted permission to use the resource in question (Col 8, lines 40-42); upon 
receipt of a request to be notified of release of said resource from the processing means 
not granted permission to use said resource, cataloging in a list said resource 
corresponding to the release notification request in conjunction with the release 
notification-requesting processing means ((Col 14, lines 18-25; Col 12, lines 26-28); 
upon receipt of a notice saying that said resource has been released from the 
processing means having been granted permission to use said resource, checking from 
said list said release notification-requesting processing means (Col 11, lines 60-64); and 
issuing an acquisition complete notice saying that said resource has been acquired to 
said release notification-requesting processing means checked from said list in said list 
checking step (Col 12, lines 14-17). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. Meaney et al. (US 5692209), Moody et al. (US 2005/0005272) 
and Sankaranarayan et al. (US 7284244) teach methods of conflict resource 
management and task allocation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DOUGLAS BRYANT whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7707. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00pm Est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Robertson can be reached on 571-272-4186. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

| ID. B.I 
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